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KY-SPIN

(Special Parent Involvement Network)

Parent Training & Information (PTI) 

Center

Funded by the U.S. Dept. of Education under 
IDEA since 1988 when Kentucky first received 

a PTI. KY-SPIN Parent Center provides 
training, information and support for 
children and youth with all types of 

disabilities (birth through 26 years old), their 
parents, families, and professionals.
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We do NOT: 
Act as Attorneys

We DO:
♥ Empower Families to Effectively Advocate for  

their Children

♥ Provide peer support to help families access   

needed information and resources

♥ Lend a listening ear  
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“The key to success for all our 

children during this 

unprecedented time is to work in 

partnership as we all go down this 

uncharted territory together!”

Rhonda Logsdon, KY-SPIN
4



Non-Traditional Instruction (NTI) 
Program Tips for Parents of Children 

and Youth with Disabilities
Dr. Laura Clarke
NKCES Special Education Consultant



HELLO!
A little about me and my family during NTI



Our “big rocks” to discuss today

What NTI is looking like during COVID-19

What we can do to support our students

What resources are out there to help us?



NTI for 
Students with 
Disabilities



Where is your school?



Where is your school?



Where is your school?



Where is your school?



So what does this mean for students and families?

Our COVID-19 NTI 
circumstances are 
very different than 

we’ve ever seen



For some of us, learning looks 
like work packets to 
complete

Work sheets?
Books?
manipulatives?



Google?
seesaw?
Schoology?
Flipgrid?
Explain 
everything?
Youtube?
Facebook live?
Other sites?

For some, learning is online.
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Here’s what we can 
do to support our 

students.



Take care of yourself, 
Take care of your student



Talking to children about COVID-19

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e2WGAFhWUOteegoQNY9vFHhdKRjrQBcO/view?usp=sharing


Talking to children about COVID-19

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e2WGAFhWUOteegoQNY9vFHhdKRjrQBcO/view?usp=sharing




Some excellent strategies





So what does this mean for students and families?

Check your student’s IEP -

Look at their IEP goals.

➔ Reading?
➔ Writing? 
➔ Math? 
➔ Behavior? 
➔ Speech?

Now look at the Specially 
Designed Instruction (SDI) -

What can this look like during NTI in 
Covid-19? 

What is our role?

SDI is...
How the special education teacher is 
providing instruction.



Under construction: 



So what does this mean for students and families?

Check your student’s IEP -

Check out their Special Education 
and/or Related Services

➔ This is going to look different
➔ There should still be instruction 

provided, but how it is delivered 
will depend on the type of NTI 
work happening for your 
student (packet / online)

Now look at the Supplementary 
Aids and Services (SAS) and 
Accommodations -

What can this look like during NTI in 
Covid-19?

What is our role?

SAS is...
What your student needs to access the 
content (examples: reader, scribe, 
extended time)



Partnering ideas from Edutopia & 
Jake Miller

https://www.edutopia.org/article/new-strategies-special-education-kids-learn-home
https://jakemiller.net/eduducttape-episode-40/


Visual Supports

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1adoC_dmrNgDQHpC7PmysX5y80YG3p-9B/view?usp=sharing


The Autism Educator

https://theautismeducator.ie/category/free-resources/


My Social Distancing Story by Easter Seals



Reading Supports … text to speech



Math Supports - www.didax.com

Natl Library of Virtual Manipulatives

https://www.didax.com/math/virtual-manipulatives.html?fbclid=IwAR2PKVUI682422NAEQ69yA6-o5nQMZvyTUHW9Ye_xB9S7MVdGOXxcpqKwXA
http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html


More Student Learning Resources

https://bit.ly/33XtyVF


Writing Supports



Social Emotional Supports
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Here are some 

resources that can 
help.



Key Suggestions -
Work with the general education and special 
education teachers 

Discuss what works best at your home - what 
supports do you need to help with your student’s 
learning?



Key Suggestions -
Share any barriers to learning, any needed 
behavior supports

Social Stories? Picture supports?



LessonPix

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jS4YuLqm7G1iE9UutpIE3Q34xD5oRCvB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jS4YuLqm7G1iE9UutpIE3Q34xD5oRCvB/view?usp=sharing
https://lessonpix.com/
https://lessonpix.com/


GREAT IDEA!



Keep 
expectations 
reasonable ...

Lots of movement, 

plenty of breaks, 

plenty of support, 

Healthy eating

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1naLCP5h-Ra6N3_YN9wqsac7W6-izuwZz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1naLCP5h-Ra6N3_YN9wqsac7W6-izuwZz/view?usp=sharing


Giving Directives 
(What you want students to do)

1. Give a polite directive
Use your child’s name if possible

2. State the expectation positively

3. Repeat the expectation
Use a calm voice
Do not react emotionally

4.  State a reasonable consequence
Presenting as a choice might be helpful.  

Whenever possible, 
it’s better to give 

CHOICES than 
directives 

(example: Would 
you like to sit on the 

right or left side?)



Motivation is key







Quick Wrap Up….

Take care of 
yourself & 

your family -
mental health 

matters!

1
Talk to your 

school - know 
what NTI 

expectations 
apply to your 

student(s) 

2
Ask for help 
when you 

need it

3
Take 

advantage of 
free resources

4
Keep learning 
in perspective
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http://bit.ly/nkcesonlinetraining
http://bit.ly/nkcesonlinetraining
http://www.nkces.org
http://www.nkces.org
https://www.smore.com/fu2as
https://www.smore.com/fu2as


We can do this! 

#BetterTogether



I’m happy to help!
laura.clarke@nkces.org
@lauraLsclarke

mailto:laura.clarke@nkces.org


Thank you!



Questions? Would you like to chat?
More to come!



Important COVID-19 Education 

Updates related to Education
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KDE: The Kentucky 

Department of Education 

has launched a new 

webpage designed to 

provide #COVID19 

education-related 

updates and 

information. During this 

international pandemic, 

the department’s three 

main goals are: Educate, 

Feed, Support- All of 

these are reflected on 

its new #COVID19 

webpage

https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/news/2020/04/kde-launches-new-covid-19-webpage/
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Updates.aspx


KDE releases guidance documents for districts dealing with 

COVID-19 closures (4/7/20)

The guidance documents available include:

► Considerations for the Senior Class of 2020

► Considerations for Instruction

► Considerations for Professional Learning

► Considerations for Mental Health and Wellness

► Considerations for Assigning and Reporting Grades
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Continued COVID-19 Education Updates

https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/news/2020/04/kde-releases-guidance-documents-for-districts-dealing-with-covid-19-closures/
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/KDE-Considerations-for-the-Senior-Class-of-2020-March-2020-FINAL.pdf
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/KDE-Considerations-for-Instruction-March-2020-FINAL.pdf
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/KDE-Considerations-for-Professional-Learning-March-2020-FINAL.pdf
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/KDE-Considerations-for-Mental-Health-Wellness-March-2020-FINAL.pdf
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/KDE-Considerations-for-Assigning-and-Reporting-Grades-March-2020-FINAL.pdf


► OSERS (@ED_Sped_Rehab) tweeted on Fri, Apr 10, 2020:With a shift 

to distance learning due to #COVID19, groups that advocate for and 

support children with disabilities collaborated to launch a site with 

curated tools, strategies, tips and best practices for supporting 

students with disabilities online.

► KY Dept of Education (@KyDeptofEd) tweeted on Thu, Apr 09, 2020: 

@GoTeachKY launches virtual teacher mentorship program for 

#COVID19 support — “Teachers Helping Teachers is a great way for 

educators to provide new ideas, resources and support for each 

other.”

► ThinkCollege (@thinkcollegeICI) tweeted on Thu, Apr 09, 2020: 

#ThinkCollege Thursday ICYMI: last week’s webinar on establishing 

circles of support was recorded and all the handouts are posted on 

our website!
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Continued COVID-19 Education Updates

https://www.educatingalllearners.org/
https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/news/2020/04/goteachky-launches-virtual-teacher-mentorship-program-for-covid-19-support/
https://thinkcollege.net/resource/person-centered-planning/intentional-inclusion-cultivating-circles-of-support-webinar


Other COVID-19 Updates:
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CHFS: UPDATED: COVID-19 FAQ for 1915(c) HCBS Waivers (4/7/20)
Here are a few things to know about the updated FAQ: 

• Questions have been re-arranged and grouped by topic. Some questions fall under multiple topics. 

We recommend reviewing questions via the “Contents” section to identify questions and answers of 

interest to you. Clicking on the question in the “Contents” section will take you to the answer in the 

FAQ.

• Each question/answer includes the date it was added or revised. To help you more quickly identify 

new or updated questions/answers, we have highlighted the date field in yellow for newly added 

questions and green for revised ones.

• If you do not see the question you asked or a similar one, it may be included in a later version of this 

FAQ. DMS is continuously receiving questions and will update the FAQ in the near future.

You can view all resources DMS has released regarding the 1915(c) HCBS waivers on the Division of 

Community Alternatives website. Available resources include the Waiver Updates Webinar 

presentation and recording. If you still have questions after reviewing the FAQ and other waiver-

related COVID-19 guidance, please contact the 1915(c) Waiver Help Desk 

at 1915cWaiverHelpDesk@ky.gov or (844) 784-5614. DMS plans to hold at least one more live 

question and answer session for waiver stakeholders via Zoom very soon. We will send a notification 

as soon as it is scheduled.

http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/hcbswaivercovid19faq-4-7-20.pdf
http://bit.ly/kyhcbswaiverinfo
mailto:1915cWaiverHelpDesk@ky.gov


Continued Other COVID-19 Updates:
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• Governor Andy Beshear (@GovAndyBeshear) tweeted on Thu, Apr 09, 2020: (1 

of 2) Pharmacists can now dispense emergency refills for up to another 30-day 

supply of non-scheduled medications to Kentucky residents. They can also work out 

of temporary or non-traditional areas through May 8. (2 of 2) It’s important we thank 

pharmacists as they work to help our residents through #COVID19. 

@KyPharmAssoc

• Governor Andy Beshear (@GovAndyBeshear) tweeted on Thu, Apr 09, 2020: 

We’ve received federal funding to begin making the additional $600 per week 

payment to Kentuckians receiving #unemployment. This will be made as a separate 

payment & you do not need to do anything to receive. We plan to share updates 

tonight at 5PM ET. #TogetherKy #TeamKentucky

• Governor Andy Beshear (@GovAndyBeshear) tweeted on Wed, Apr 08, 

2020: New #COVID19 orders limit shopping to one adult per household, ban door-

to-door solicitation

• HDI is proud to partner with the National Center for Dignity in Healthcare for People 

with Disabilities. They have released this resource document to “Safeguard 

Against Disability Discrimination During COVID-19.” This document and video 

message from HDI provide helpful information during this difficult time.

http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Governor-Andy-Beshear-Weve-received-federal-funding-to-begin-making-the-additional-scaled.jpg
https://kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=GovernorBeshear&prId=120
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/HDI-Safeguard-Against-Disability-Discrimination-During-COVID-19.jpg
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/HDI-Safeguard-Against-Disability-Discrimination-During-COVID-19.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/ukhdi/videos/1054559841596194/


Questions??

(800) 525-7746
(502) 937-6894

spininc@kyspin.com 
www.kyspin.com

Please complete our evaluation at the end of 

the webinar.

Thank you!


